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The COVID-19 pandemic has caused abrupt and profound changes around the
world. This is the worst shock to education systems in decades, with the longest
school closures combined with looming recession. It will set back progress made
on global development goals, particularly those focused on education.

Most children have lost substantial instructional time and may not be ready for
curricula that were age- and grade- appropriate prior to the pandemic. They will
require remedial instruction to get back on track. The pandemic also revealed a
stark digital divide that schools can play a role in addressing by ensuring children
have digital skills and access.

It should be our mission to enable all children to return to school and to a
supportive learning environment, which also addresses their health and
psychosocial well-being and other needs.



